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THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for 
the  year  1949. 

I would  take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  that  the 
Report  covers  the  period  during  which  Dr.  D.  Macdonald 
Hamer  was  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  district. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  TATE,  M.B.,  L.R.1C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  District  consists  of  two  Parishes,  Ystradgynlais 
Higher  and  Ystradgynlais  Lower,  their  respective  areas 
being  13,182  and  9,016  acres,  a total  of  22,198  acres. 

Population. — 11,540. 

Industries. — Ystradgynlais  Lower  is  more  industrial  in 
nature  than  Ystradgynlais  Higher  and  is  more  thickly 
populated.  The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  watch 
making,  quarrying  and  agriculture. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births: — 

(a)  Live  Births: 

Total  . . . 192  . . , 188  legitimate ; 4 illegitimate 

Males  ...  96  . . . 95  legitimate ; 1 illegitimate 

Females  ...  96  ...  93  legitimate;  3 illegitimate 

(b)  Still  Births:  Males  2;  Females  1. 

Deaths. — Total  131:  Males  76;  Females  55. 
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Causes  of  Death.:  Males  Femi 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  7 ...  1 

Tuberculosis:  Other  forms  1 ...  - 

Syphilitic  Disease  - ...  - 

Influenza  - • • • - 

Acute  Polio  Myel - • • • - 

Cancer  of  Uterus  and  Oesoph 3 ...  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  3 ...  1 

Cancer  of  Breast  - ...  2 

Cancer:  Other  sites  1 ...  3 

Diabetes  - ...  - 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  9 ...  6 

Heart  Disease  15  ...  12 

Disease  of  Circulatory  System  5 ...  10 

Bronchitis  4 ...  2 

Pneumonia  2 ...  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  8 ...  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum - 

Appendicitis  - ...  - 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  2 ...  1 

Nephritis  3 ...  2 

Premature  Birth  2 ...  1 

Con.  Mai.:  Birth  inj 1 ...  3 

Road  Accidents  - ...  - 

Other  violent  causes 6 ...  5 

Other  causes  3 ...  3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 ...  - 

Suicide  - 


Total  ...  76  ...  55 

Infectious  Disease. — ^The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
was  remarkably  low,  the  chief  epidemics  being  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough.  The  number  of  cases 
of  Measles  notified  being  only  half  what  it  was  in  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Chief  Notifiable  Diseases': — 


Measles  

....  29 

Diphtheria  

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

....  12 

Tuberculosis  

18 

Vericella  

— 

Pneumonia  

1 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

....  14 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  Notified 


1 

Non 

Eespiratory 

Respiratory 

Total 

1 

Non 

1 

Respir- 

Respir- 

M.  1 F. 

M. 

F. 

atory 

atory 

7 1 10 

1 

- 

17 

1 

Deaths. 


^ 

Non 

^ 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Total 

1 

1 Non 

1 

Respir-|  Respir- 

M.  1 F. 

M. 

F. 

atory  I atory 

7 1 1 

1 

— 

8 1 1 

LABORATORY  FACIUTIES. 

General  Medical — Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory, 
General  Hospital,  Swansea. 

Water  Supplies — Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Carmarthen. 

Milk — (a)  Resasurin  Test: 

Ministry  of  Ag’riculture  Area  Laboratory, 

Brecon. 

(b)  Tuberculin  Test: 

Aberystwyth  University  Laboratories. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

(a)  Maternity. — This  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council.  The  scheme  is  totally  inadequate  and  unsatis- 
factory. We  are  dependent  on  there  being  accommoda- 
tion in  hospitals  of  other  counties  and  it  is  only  complicated 
cases  they  are  prepared  to  take. 

(b)  General. — General  Hospital  Facilities  are  on  the 
whole  satisfactory  and  adequate  but  waiting  lists  for 
admission  are  long  especially  for  orthopaedic  and  gynnocco- 
logical  cases.  Hospitals  serving  the  area  are: 

Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(c)  Tuberculosis. — Sanatorium  at  Craigynos  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  which 
also  has  charge  of  the  area  clinics. 

(d)  Mental  Diseases. — Cases  cared  for  at  the  County 
Mental  Hospital,  Talgarth. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  District  has  seven  piped  supplies,  five  of  which  are 
chlorinated  and  samples  are  taken  periodically  for  Bacterio- 
logical analysis. 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen: 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1949. 

During  the  period  under  review  51  new  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied  and  in  all  52  families  were  rehoused. 
The  thankless  task  of  selecting  these  new  tenants  was  car- 
ried out  in  acoordance  with  the  Council’s  points  scheme  and 
in  order  to  make  certain  that  the  primary  factor  of  Need 
had  full  consideration  the  circumstances  of  all  successful 
applicants  together  with  their  applicaion  forms  were  scru- 
tinized before  handing  over  the  keys.  Whatever  dissatis- 
faction that  may  prevail  amonst  the  still  unsuccessful 
applicants,  the  Council  can  feel  assured  that  they  are  slowly 
but  surely  rehousing  the  most  needy  cases  in  their  area. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Housing 


GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  and  Re-inspections  (Housing 


Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts) 

612 

Nuisances  

50 

Drainage 

91 

Infectious  Diseases  

42 

Verminous  Premises 

10 

I' arms.  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

98 

Factories  and  Workshops  

1 

Food  Premises 

66 

Bakehouses  

5 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

78 

Inspections  under  Infestation  Order 

19 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

79 
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Total  ...  1151 

i — Inspection  of  Dwellinghonses 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  dur- 
ing the  year  (Public  Health  and  Housing- 
Acts)  


<b)  Number  of  Inspections  for  the  purpose  ... 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  


580 

612 


33 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Acts,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  ...  7 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  ser- 

vice of  formal  notices Nil 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  reme- 
died   38 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

defects  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices 15 

(a)  By  owners  15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made Nil 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursu- 

. ance  of  Demolition  Orders 1 

3.  — Statutory  Notice  served  under  Water  Act  ...  Nil 

4.  Number  complied  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 
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1.  — Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  underground  ^ 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made Nil 

2.  — Number  of  Separate  Tenements  in  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit  Nil 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts: 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with 
Under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with 


7 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

38 

29 

29 

15 


Public  Cleansing. — Two  lori-ies  are  in  operation  and  five 
men  are  employed  on  Refuse  Collection  and  one  man  is 
employed  part-time  in  work  on  the  Refuse  Tips.  Tlie  refuse 
tips  are  also  periodically  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operator 
and  rats  are  kept  down  to  a minimum  on  the  tips.  The 
whole  district  is  covered  three  times  weekly  and  during  the 
year  2,313  loads  were  carried  to  the  tips  having  a total 
tonage  of  5,459  tons. 

Nuisances. — ^The  district  is  systematically  inspected  for 
the  existence  of  nuisances  most  of  which  are  remedied 
informally.  38  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  29  of  which  were  complied  with. 

Disinfection. — Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  22  houses 
following  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  The  houses  were 
sprayed  and  fumigated  and  a free  supply  of  disinfectant 
given  the  occupiers  for  further  use.  Compensation  for 
bedding  and  bedclothes  burnt  after  a prolonged  illness  was 
paid  in  one  case. 


Disinfestation. — 44  Houses  were  disinfested  with  DDT 
solution  with  excellent  results  in  all  cases. 
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» Milk  Sampling. — 753  samples  were  taken  from  retailers 
and  sent  for  the  Resasurin  Test  at  the  Brecon  Laboratory 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  results 
were  as  follows: — 

Category  A — 574.  Category  B — 38.  Category  — 141. 


School  Milks. — 62  Samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  supplied 
to  local  Schools  were  sent  for  the  Phosphatese  Tests,  28  of 
which  were  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  This  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  County  Council  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  action  will  be  followed  by  an  improvement  in  the  milk 
supplied  to  the  Schools  in  the  district. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. — 73  visits  were  made  to  butchers 
shops,  ice  cream  premises,  fried  fish  shops  and  other  food 
stores.  Tlie  followino-  articles  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 


human  food: — 

Bacon,  1234^  lbs. 

Baked  Beans,  2 tins. 
Beef,  153  lbs. 

Butter  83^  lbs. 

Cake  Powder,  17  pkts. 
Cheese,  210  lbs. 

Grape  Fruit,  4 tins. 


Ham,  8 lbs. 

Margarine,  9 lbs. 

Pudding  Mixture,  42  pkts. 
Soup,  2 tins. 

Tinned  Meat,  11  tins. 
Tomatoes,  2 tins. 


54  Samples  of  Ice-Cream  from  all  local  manufacturers 
were  sent  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  the  results  being 


as  follows: — 

Grade  1 — Satisfactory  27 

Grade  2 — Fair  7 

Grade  3 — Unsatisfactory  11 

Grade  4 — Very  Unsatisfactory  ...  9 


Housing. — 612  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year 
and  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  repairs  to  unfit  houses 
both  under  the  Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Act.  In  all 
34  houses  were  repaired.  A very  large  number  of  visits 
were  made  in  respect  of  overcrowding  and  applications  for 
Council  houses,  and  this  can  only  be  expected  in  an  area 
where  a very  large  number  of  families  live  in  apartments. 
During  the  year  51  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
and  in  all  52  families  were  rehoused.  These  were  rehoused 
strictly  according  to  the  Counciris  Points  Scheme  and 
whatever  dissatisfaction  that  may  be  felt  amongst  those 
still  living  in  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  the  Council 
can  feel  satisfied  that  they  are  doing  their  best  to  tackle 
this  difficult  task  and  that  those  families  whose  need  is  the 
greatest  are  being  slowly  but  steadily  rehoused. 
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Water  Supply. — 42  Samples  of  water  were  sent 


bacteriological  analysis  and  the  results  were  as  follows : — 


Date.  Water  Supply 


Kesult 


10/1/49 

10/1/49 

10/1/49 

2/2/49 

2/2/49 

2/2/49 

2/2/49 

16/2/49 

2/3/49 

15/3/49 

15/3/49 

15/3/49 

12/4/49 

12/4/49 

13/5/49 

13/5/49 

11/5/49 

1/6/49 

1/6/49 

1/6/49 

21/6/49 

8/7/49 

8/7/49 

8/7/49 

3/8/49 

3/8/49 

5/9/49 

5/9/49 

28/9/49 

28/9/49 

28/9/49 

12/10/49 

2/11/49 

2/11/49 

2/11/49 

2/11/49 

18/11/49 

18/11/49 

24/11/49 

14/12/49 

14/12/49 

14/12/49 


Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Garwieisiau 
Lion  Supply 
Lion  Supply 
Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Nantmarl 

Garwieisiau  Supply 

Colbren 

Garwieisiau 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Lion  Supply 

Nantmarl 

Lion  Supply 

Garwieisiau 

Lion  Supply 

Garwieisiau 

Nantmarl 

Nantmarl 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Colbren 

Lion  Supply 

Garwieisiau 

Colbren 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Nantmarl 
Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Lion  Supply 
Nantmarl 
Colbren 

Ffrydiau  TWrch 

Garwieisiau 

Colbren 

Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Nantmarl 
Lion  Supply 
Ffrydiau  TVrch 
Lion  Supply 
Ffrydiau  TVrch 
Ffrydiau  Twrch 
Colbren 
Nantmarl 
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Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
...  Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Doubtful 
. . . Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
. . . Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
...  Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
. . . Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
. . . Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
...  Satisfactory 
. . . Satisfactory 
. . . Satisfactory 


Rodent  Oontrol. — The  work  of  the  Rodent  Opei-ator 
during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows — 


No.  Treated 

Points 

Laid 

E.stimated 

Killed 

Bodiee 

Found 

Sewers  

All  Sections 

703 

110 

24 

Refuse  Tips 

14 

787 

528 

203 

River  Banks 

— 

492 

267 

80 

Private  Premises 

368 

2992 

2204 

571 

Business  Premises 

10 

325 

275 

73 

Totals  ... 

392 

5299 

3384 

951 

It  gives  satisfaction  to  note  that  the  Council’s  Sewers 
are  remarkably  free  from,  infestation  whilst  the  refuse  tips 
after  steady  and  persistent  treatment  are  kept  will  under 
control.  The  sewer  outfall  works  are  regularly  treated  and 
the  infestation  here  shows  a decrease  in  comparison  with 
previous  years. 


Rainfall. — Rainfall  figures  for  the  year: — 


January  

6.01 

August  

ins. 

. 4.47 

F ebruary  

3.92 

September  

. 2.49 

March  

4.55 

October  

. 9.62 

April  

23 

November  

. 5.25 

May  

5.37 

December  

. 5.02 

June  

82 

July  

1.04 

Total  for  the  year  . . 

. 48.97 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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